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The Millpo Range is found S of the Cordillera of Huayhuash and is separated
from it by the Pumanriri valley. It is W of the CordiUera of Raura and separ
ated from it by the Surasaca vaIJey.

The Millpo Range was discovered in 1974 by an expedition organised by
the Como and Lima Sections of the Club Alpino ltaliano and in that year the
valleys, which lead from the Sand W to the heart of the range, were explored
and several peaks scaled. This left only the exploration of the E side of the
group and the climb to the principal summit. For these reasons the Lima
Section of the Club Alpino Italiano organised this year an expedition called
'Amigos del Ande'. Those who took part in the expedition were: Celso
Salvetti (expedition leader), Lodovico Gaetani, Fabio Masciadri, Vittorio
Meroni, [talo Valmaggia. Leaving Lima on 29 July the mountaineers set up
camp in the Champahuaypampa valley at 4700 m on 1 August and on 3
August an additional camp was set up at a height of 5000 m on the mountain
pass separating Millpo Chico from Millpo Grande.

On the following day Meroni and Gaetani attempted the completely ice
covered S wall and overcoming many difficulties with the assistance of special
ice pitons reached the summit of Millpo Grande (5608 m), the highest point
of the range. On 6 August all the members of the expediton reached the sum
mit of Millpo North (5395 m) via alternating stretches of rock and snow on the
E wall.

During the following days 3 minor peaks of more than 5000 m were scaled
and were called Punta Roberta, Cerro Champahuaypampa and Cerro Amigos
del Ande. At the end of the expedition interesting fossils were found at a
height of 4900 m. The expedition returned to Lima on 12 August.
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